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2019 marks the beginning of the 25th year since Norwich University 
founded the Colby Symposium. Part of its continuing evolution is the 
recent return to its inaugural name, the Norwich University Military 
Writers’ Symposium. In doing so we remain fully dedicated to our original 
purpose of educating, enlightening and inspiring the men and women 
of Norwich and its alumni. Our prominence as one of the nation’s most 
prestigious academic events and the only program of its kind at an 
American university has been enhanced by never avoiding the unresolved 
and often contentious issues of the day.

As we celebrate our university’s bicentennial in this milestone year of 
2019, we are proud that the symposium is an important contribution  
to the mission of our founder, Captain Alden Partridge. As we have done 
since its inception, the Norwich University Military Writers’ Symposium 
continues to bring outstanding writers to campus to address issues that 
dominate the uncertain world of the 21st century. This year’s theme is the 
latest example of our enduring commitment to make the symposium a 
relevant and meaningful experience for all.

Since the beginning, we have hosted well over 100 military writers, 
historians, journalists, and biographers that have included some of 
the brightest names in their field. From 1999 until today, the event has 
been further enhanced by the creation of the William E. Colby Award, a 
prestigious $5,000 literary prize. The award will continue to retain the 
Colby name.

Through the generosity of the Pritzker Military Foundation, the award 
recipient receives a $5,000 honorarium and is hosted for an appearance at 
the Pritzker Military Museum and Library in Chicago, Ill. This year’s winner 
will be interviewed on the television program “Pritzker Military Presents” 
on October 7th at 6:00 p.m. CST.

As the co-founder of the symposium, I sincerely thank and salute the 
great dedication and service to the university of the staff, volunteers  
and donors who make this unique event possible.

 Carlo D’Este ’58 
  Norwich University Military Writers’ Symposium 

and Colby Award co-founder

WELCOME
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As Norwich University marks 200 years of leadership and service, it is 
a great honor to welcome you to the 2019 Norwich University Military 
Writers’ Symposium, which features the William E. Colby Award. This year 
is also significant to the Military Writers’ Symposium as we celebrate the 
beginning of a milestone 25 years of bringing some of the world’s leading 
military authors to Norwich.  The symposium is the only one of its kind 
in the United States and is a signature event of the Norwich University 
Peace and War Center, an interdisciplinary academic research center. 
The symposium continues to be a great complement to the work being 
accomplished by the Peace and War Center.

The future of warfare is uncertain.  Fortunately, there are brilliant thinkers 
who contemplate how battlespaces evolve and what it means when the 
line between digital and physical is erased.  Peter Warren Singer, Benedetta 
Berti, Ian Brown, and Paul Scharre can be counted among the globe’s best 
minds.  We are honored that they are here. We are also proud to present 
to Paul Scharre the 2019 Colby Award.  His first book, Army of None: 
Autonomous Weapons and the Future of War, confronts the changing nature 
of warfare on all fronts and has received wide acclaim. 

This is the first time that the symposium has been hosted in the fall.  It is our 
hope that you’ll be able to enjoy our beautiful campus and all that Vermont 
has to offer at this time of year. We are also excited for the opportunities 
this time affords academically—this shift allows for greater integration of 
student summer research, student trips and experiences, and involves more 
academic disciplines in the event. Most notably, Jason Guth ’21, the 2019 
Richard S. Schultz ’60 Symposium Fellow, will present his research on his 
recent trip to Sweden to explore the future of regional threats.

The symposium has the ability to broaden its reach and its programming to 
a wider audience through the generosity of the Pritzker Military Museum 
and Library and the Pritzker Military Foundation. It is a partnership that has 
increased and enhanced the experiential learning opportunities for our on-
campus students and online learners. This is an exciting time for Norwich 
University, the Peace and War Center, and for the symposium. As Norwich 
celebrates its bicentennial throughout the remainder of this year, it is our 
opportunity to celebrate past accomplishments, but also contemplate 
the future. I am grateful that you could attend this important event and 
experience Norwich so fully.  

  W. Travis Morris
  Executive Director, NU Military Writers Symposium
  Director, Peace and War Center

WELCOME
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 

8:00-9:15 a.m.  •  Kreitzberg Library Todd Multipurpose Room
TACTICAL AND TECHNICAL MILITARY WRITING INTENSIVE  
 
9:25-10:40 a.m.  •  Kreitzberg Library Todd Multipurpose Room
STEM AND CYBERWARFARE WRITING INTENSIVE 
 
10:50 a.m. -12:05 p.m  •  Kreitzberg Library Todd Multipurpose Room
NAVIGATING GLOBAL POLITICS WRITING INTENSIVE 
 
1:05- 1:55 p.m.  •  Kreitzberg Library Todd Multipurpose Room
RICHARD S. SCHULTZ ‘60 SYMPOSIUM FELLOW PRESENTATION   
 
6:00 p.m  •  Vermont National Guard Readiness and Regional Technology Center, 
161 University Dr., Norwich University campus
MEET THE AUTHORS RECEPTION & DINNER* 

*Pre-registration and ticket required.  
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 

9:00-9:50 a.m.  •  Kreitzberg Library Todd Multipurpose Room
PRESENTATION BY PAUL SCHARRE, 2019 William E. Colby Award Winner,  
author of Army of None: Autonomous Weapons and the Future of War 

10:00-10:50 a.m.  •  Kreitzberg Library Todd Multipurpose Room 
PRESENTATION BY BENEDETTA BERTI, Head of Policy Planning in the Office  
of the Secretary General at NATO and author of Armed Political Organizations: 
From Conflict to Integration   

11:00-11:50 a.m.  •  Kreitzberg Library Todd Multipurpose Room
PRESENTATION BY IAN BROWN, U.S. Marine Corps CH-53E helicopter pilot 
and author of A New Conception of War   

2:00-3:30 p.m.  •  Plumley Armory  
MODERATED PANEL DISCUSSION, “WARFARE IN THE 21ST CENTURY:  
FUTURE BATTLEGROUNDS” 
Featuring Benedetta Berti, Paul Scharre, Peter Warren Singer
Moderated by Col Andy Hird, USAF (Ret.)  •  Streamed live via Norwich.edu/PAWC

3:30-4:30 p.m.  •  Milano Ballroom 
BOOK SIGNING FEATURING BENEDETTA BERTI, CARLO D’ESTE ’58,  
DAVID BELLAVIA, IAN BROWN, PAUL SCHARRE, PETER WARREN SINGER
Books will be available for purchase at the event. 

7:00 p.m.  •  Mack Hall Auditorium  
The TODD LECTURE SERIES presents Peter Warren Singer 
“LikeWar and the New Weaponization of Social Media.” 
Streamed live via tls.norwich.edu 
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IN MEMORIAM
WILLIAM E. BUTTERWORTH III
Colby Symposium Co-Founder                                          
(1929-2019)

In February we lost one of the best known, prolific, and successful novelists  
of American fiction and the co-founder and major contributor to the success 
of the Colby Symposium.

Bill Butterworth was born in Newark, NJ and grew up in New York City and 
Philadelphia. He enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1946 shortly before his 17th 
birthday. He first served in Germany in the Army of Occupation and one of 
this duties was as a chauffeur for Norwich alum Maj. Gen. (later General) I.D. 
White. It was during this tour of duty that Bill developed a deep affectation  
for Norwich. In many of his books Gen. White was fictionalized as “Gen. Black.” 
Bill later served in the Korean War earning the Combat Infantry Badge.

Best known under the pen name W.E.B. Griffin, during a writing career that 
spanned over seventy years, he authored more than 300 books under the 
Griffin name as well as eleven other pen names. He had an astounding 50 
million copies in print and dozens of New York Times bestsellers.

Norwich president Richard W. Schneider has called him “The driving force  
in the early days of the symposium. He had incredible friendships and 
contacts with other well-known authors who thought the world of him. 
Through these relationships we were able to attract some stellar participants. 
Bill instinctively knew what the students wanted to hear about. In the mess 
hall he was a celebrity and all the students sought time with him. I will always 
remember him interacting with and sometimes outright arguing  
with students, always for the betterment of their intellectual growth.”

Bill Butterworth always thought of himself as just a storyteller who “ 
smoked the cheapest cigars I could get” and reserved his deepest affection 
for veterans and for the ordinary servicemen and women who, like him, 
honorably served their country.

He was a dear friend and one-of-a-kind whose like we may never see again.

Carlo D’Este ‘58



8

2019 PARTICIPANTS
BENEDETTA BERTI is an Eisenhower Global Fellow and a 
TED Senior Fellow. She has held positions at Harvard University, 
West Point, the Institute for National Security Studies, and the 
Foreign Policy Research Institute. Since 2018, she serves as 
Head of Policy Planning in the Office of the Secretary General 
at NATO. She is the author of Armed Political Organizations: 
From Conflict to Integration and editor, with Kristina Mikulová 
and Nicu Popescu, of Democratization in EU Foreign Policy: New 
Member States as Drivers of Democracy Promotion.  

DAVID BELLAVIA was awarded the Medal of Honor on 
June 25, 2019 for his actions during the second Battle of Fallujah 
in 2004. SSG Bellavia enlisted in the U.S. Army as an infantryman 
in 1999 and served until 2005. In 2003, his unit deployed to 
Kosovo for nine months before receiving orders to deploy 
directly to Iraq to support Operation Iraqi Freedom. From 
February 2004 to February 2005, Bellavia and the 2nd Battalion, 
2nd Infantry Regiment, were stationed in the Diyala Province 
along the Iranian border. Throughout the year, his task force 
took part in the battles for Najaf, Mosul, Baqubah, Muqdadiyah 
and Fallujah.

In 2005, Bellavia cofounded the veteran advocacy organizations 
Vets for Freedom. In 2006 and 2008, Bellavia returned to Iraq 
as an embedded reporter. In 2007 he published House to House 
detailing his experiences in Fallujah. He spoke about House to 
House at the 2010 Colby Symposium at Norwich University.

IAN BROWN is a U.S. Marine Corps major and CH-53E 
helicopter pilot. He has published works on maneuver warfare 
doctrine and future warfare concepts in the Marine Corps 
Gazette and online publication War on the Rocks, and is the 
author of A New Conception of War. Maj Brown’s opinions are 
his alone and do not reflect those of the Krulak Center, Marine 
Corps University, United States Marine Corps, Department of 
Defense, or any part of the U.S. Government.
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CARLO D’ESTE is a retired U.S. Army lieutenant colonel 
and military historian. In 2011 he received the Pritzker Military 
Museum & Library Literature Award for Lifetime Achievement in 
Military Writing. D’Este is the co-founder and executive director 
of the Norwich University Military Writers’ Symposium.

PETER WARREN SINGER has been named by the 
Smithsonian as one of the nation’s 100 leading innovators; 
by Defense News as one of the 100 most influential people in 
defense issues; by Foreign Policy to their Top 100 Global Thinkers 
List; as an official “Mad Scientist” for the U.S. Army’s Training 
and Doctrine Command; and by Onalytica social media data 
analysis as one of the 10 most influential voices in the world on 
cybersecurity and 25th most influential in the field of robotics. 
Author of six books, his latest book, LikeWar, explores how social 
media has changed war and politics, and war and politics has 
changed social media. 

Singer will give a keynote Todd Lecture Series presentation 
in Mack Hall Auditorium at 7:00 p.m. on September 25. 

ANDREW HIRD is the Special Assistant to the Norwich 
University Provost. Col Hird integrates university departments 
to expand expeditionary opportunities for students that include 
domestic study away as well as study abroad to prepare our 
graduates to serve, operate, and lead in the global environment.

Col Hird is a United States Air Force Academy and University 
of North Carolina graduate.  His military career of logistics and 
airlift included three commands, six thousand flying hours and 
combat missions in four conflicts.  
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PAUL SCHARRE  

Paul Scharre won the 2019 William E. Colby Award for his 
book Army of None: Autonomous Weapons and the Future 
of War. Now in its 20th year, the Colby prize is awarded 
annually by Norwich University in Northfield, Vermont, to 
a first solo work of fiction or nonfiction that has made a 
major contribution to the understanding of military history, 
intelligence operations or international affairs.

A former U.S. Army Ranger who served in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, Scharre is a Senior Fellow and Director of the Technology and National 
Security Program at the Center for a New American Security. He played a leading role in 
establishing policies on unmanned and autonomous systems and emerging weapons 
technologies while working in the Office of the Secretary of Defense from 2008 to 2013. 
He has written for The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, Time, Foreign Affairs, and 
Politico. He appears frequently on CNN, Fox News, NPR, MSNBC, and the BBC. 

Army of None explores what could happen when next-generation weapons change 
warfare in a fast-paced and exciting nonfiction narrative. Scharre examines the role 
of artificial intelligence, autonomous weapons, the complex legal and ethical issues 
involved, and their growing use worldwide. Combining military history, philosophy, 
science, and global policy with interviews with defense experts, activists, analysts, 
and psychologists, Scharre argues that technology should be used when it provides 
benefits and makes war more humane, spares civilian lives, and increases precision, 
but that autonomous technology is no replacement for human empathy, judgment, 
and decision-making.

Colby Award winners receive a $5,000 author honorarium provided through the 
generosity of the Chicago-based Pritzker Military Foundation. The award and 
honorarium will be presented to Scharre during the Norwich University Military 
Writers’ Symposium Meet the Authors dinner on Sept. 24. 

 “Paul Scharre’s Colby Award-winning book is an important, thoughtful and timely 
appraisal of the future of warfare and how autonomous weapons may well affect how 
wars are fought and possibly decided by artificial intelligence,” Carlo D’Este, Norwich 
University Military Writers’ Symposium co-founder said. “Army of None is also a sober 
warning that we’re embarking on an age of dangerous and uncharted waters.”

Named for the late CIA director William E. Colby, the Colby award was established at 
Norwich University in 1999.  Previous recipients of the award include Nisid Hajari, Karl 
Marlantes, David Barron, Steven E. Sodergren, Marcus Luttrell, Thomas McKenna and 
Logan Beirne. 

 2019 WILLIAM E. COLBY AWARD
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THE NORWICH UNIVERSITY MILITARY WRITERS’ SYMPOSIUM AND THE PRITZKER 
MILITARY MUSEUM & LIBRARY

The Pritzker Military Museum & Library is proud to partner with Norwich 
University to help solidify the university as a regional center on military 
history and affairs. As both a private university and a non-government 
organization, Norwich and the Museum & Library share strong stakes in  
the study of military history and affairs as they have a deep impact on  
the character of who we are as a country. Together, the Museum & Library  
and Norwich build awareness of the importance of study of military  
history and affairs and the role of the military in a democracy.

The Museum & Library’s sponsorship of the Norwich University Military Writers’ 
Symposium helps further promote it as a world-class forum that features 
established and emerging scholars in the field of military history and affairs.  

In addition, by bringing Colby Award winners to Chicago to be featured 
on the Museum & Library’s television series “Pritzker Military Presents,” the 
Museum & Library draws greater attention to the Award and drives Norwich 
University’s message and mission into another region.

The Pritzker Military Museum & Library is located in downtown Chicago, 
Illinois. Open to the public, the Museum & Library features an extensive 
collection of books, programs, artifacts, and rotating exhibits covering many 
eras and branches of the military that are available to visitors in person and 
online at pritzkermilitary.org.

Opened in 2003, the Pritzker Military Museum & Library is a center where 
citizens and service members come together to learn about military history 
and affairs. Each year, the Museum & Library awards the prestigious Pritzker 
Military Museum & Library Literature Award for Lifetime Achievement 
in Military Writing to recognize a living author who has made a lifetime 
contribution to the understanding of military history affairs. The Museum  
& Library is a living memorial to current and former service members and 
their families and is supported by its members and sponsors.

PARTNERSHIP

www.pritzkermilitary.org
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RICHARD S. SCHULTZ ’60  
SYMPOSIUM FELLOWSHIP

The Richard S. Schultz ’60 Symposium 
Fellowship was established in 2017 as an 
endowed fund in honor of “Dick” by his wife 
of fifty years, Myrna L. Schultz, their children 
Marni and Alan, and his classmates and 
friends. 

The fellowship enables Norwich 
undergraduates, from any academic 
discipline, the opportunity to pursue areas 
of inquiry and experiences that will promote 
and expand their understanding of the past 
and how it impacts the present and future. 
Through research, travel, and inquiry the 
Schultz Fellow and faculty advisor will offer 
perspectives for us to face the future with 
better understanding and confidence. 

After a wide solicitation and competitive 
selection process, this annual fellowship is granted by the Norwich University Peace 
and War Center to an undergraduate student for a single project that may involve 
additional Norwich undergraduate students.

14



Jason Guth  
Jason Guth is the 2019 Richard S. Schultz ‘60 
Symposium Fellow. His project included travel 
to Sweden to conduct research. His project is 
titled, “Sweden and NATO’s Future: Dealing 
with a Resurgent Russia.” 

Guth, a junior from Peoria, Arizona and 
Elkridge, Maryland, attended Howard 
High School where he participated in both 
band and Army JROTC. He chose to attend 
Norwich to obtain a commission as an officer 
in the US Army. An international studies major 
with a German minor, he is also seeking history 
and political science degrees. He enjoys reading and 
learning about languages and different cultures. He has 
traveled to nine countries in the past year alone including to the 
Republic of Kyrgyzstan and Czech Republic. After graduation, he 
plans to pursue a master’s program in counter-terrorism in Tel Aviv, 
Israel.

 “The growth of my education as an officer as well as student would 
not be possible without the generous support from the Richard 
S. Schultz ’60 Symposium Fellowship and Mrs. Myrna Schultz, the 
Schultz family, and the supporters of the fellowship. The $2,500 grant 
helped me to design a project around a topic related to the Military 
Writers Symposium, “Warfare in the 21st Century: Future Battlefields.” 

RICHARD S. SCHULTZ ’60  
SYMPOSIUM FELLOWSHIP
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CARLO D’ESTE ’58 MILITARY HISTORY AWARD

The Carlo D’Este ’58 Military History Award is a $1,000 award presented to an 
outstanding undergraduate senior pursuing a history or studies in war and peace 
major.  The student is selected by Norwich University history faculty and the 
director of the Peace and War Center. The award is generously funded by COL 
Jerry Morelock, USA (Ret.) It is presented in honor of Carlo D’Este ’58, co-founder 
of the Norwich University Military Writers’ Symposium and the Colby Award, in 
recognition of his legacy to Norwich, the Colby, and his incredible contribution  
to the field of military history

16



CARLO D’ESTE ’58 MILITARY HISTORY AWARD

Alex Arvizo

Alex Arvizo is the 2019 Carlo D’Este ’58 Military History 
Award recipient. 

Alex Arvizo is a history major minoring in political 
science and Spanish.  He spent summer 2019 as an 
undergraduate research fellow with Prof. Rowley  
Brucken.  The research project examined the legacy  
of the Spanish Civil War and the transition from Franco  
rule in Spain, and it involved him travelling to Spain to 
perform research.  He plans to continue his focus on Spanish 
military affairs via additional coursework on the Spanish Civil  
War this fall.
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The Norwich University Military Writers’ Symposium Associates, formerly the 
Friends of the Colby, is an affinity group whose members seek to enhance the 
symposium through recommendations of authors; foster and encourage an 
appreciation of the program by students, faculty and the public; and grow 
opportunities to attract new interest. 

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

It has been my great privilege to serve as an alumni volunteer for almost sixty 
years. My support of Norwich University is based on my own time spent living 
and learning through my experiences as a cadet. Most important to me is 
Time—a precious gift we are given to accomplish great things in life. And how 
we utilize that time is up to each of us. Use it well!

I thank the faculty and staff of our University in those early years for the great 
effort to educate and nurture cadets—and I thank the current faculty and 
staff for creating programs such as the NU Military Writers’ Symposium for our 
students.

My support of such programs is based on my understanding of the Past and 
see the paths that Future students must travel to meet the challenges of the 
21st century.

We are on a path of challenges; I thank Norwich of both past and present. The 
future path is bright.

COL Reinhard M. Lotz ‘60, USA (Ret.) 
Inaugural Chairman and Founding Member,  
NU Military Writers’ Symposium Associates 

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS 
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Founders’ Circle Members (Cumulative donations since 1996)
Jack Abare ’57 & P’87
COL Guy S. ’60 & Robin Huntley, USA (Ret.)
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Johnson ’60 & H’63
COL & Mrs. Reinhard M. Lotz, USA (Ret.) ’60
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Mack ’64 & H’06
Barry ’68 & Marcia Meinerth
Robert L. Needham ’58
Joanne Holbrook Patton W’00
COL (IL) Jennifer Natalya Pritzker, ILARNG (Ret.) H’07
Myrna L. Schultz W’60
Mary Jo Segal W’60
LTC Edward C. Smith, Jr., USA (Ret.) ’58
Philip ’73 & Peg Soucy
TAWANI Foundation
Pritzker Military Foundation

Authors’ Circle Members
Pritzker Military Foundation

Platinum Star Members
Barry ’68 & Marcia Meinerth
Mary Jo Segal W’60
COL & Mrs. Reinhard M. Lotz, USA (Ret.) ’60

Silver Star Members
Cheri Caddy ’90
Dr. and Mrs. Jerry Morelock
COL Guy S. ’60 & Robin Huntley, USA (Ret.)

Bronze Star Members
The Honorable Thaddeus Buczko ’47 & H’96
Dr. Anthony Caprio ’60
Joanne Holbrook Patton W’00

Norwich University Military Writers’ Symposium Associates
Harold Colvocoresses
Stephen ’70 & Lynn Egan, Jr.
Luis & Elizabeth Figarella
Myrna L. Schultz W’60
Kenneth & Bonnie Stock ’68
Mark Titus ’70
LTC Thomas H. Wright, Jr., USA (Ret.) ’75

This list reflects all gifts as of 28 August 2019.
We apologize for any donors who we have not included due to our printing schedule.  
Your gifts sustain this one-of-a-kind program. 

IN GRATITUDE 
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NORWICH UNIVERSITY  
MILITARY WRITERS’ SYMPOSIUM
A Program Celebrating 25 Years

A program to bring influential writers to the campus of Norwich University was 
originally conceived by university President Emeritus W. Russell Todd. However, it 
would not begin to take shape until 1994 when renowned author W.E.B. Griffin, 
Ambassador William E. Colby, and distinguished biographer Carlo D’Este attended 
the 175th-anniversary Medal of Honor Gala honoring Norwich’s own Capt. James N. 
Burt. It was at this event that the framework of the program began-- one that would 
bring authors and journalists to central Vermont for the purpose of engaging with 
the Norwich community on the timeliest topics of the day. Supported by Norwich 
President Richard W. Schneider, the symposium became a reality under the leadership 
of its first Executive Director Ed Tracy.

In 1996, Norwich first hosted a prestigious group of writers on campus for a two-
day series of lectures and panel discussions. Among them was Ambassador William 
E. Colby, former CIA director, South Burlington High School graduate, and Norwich 
honorary degree recipient.  That inaugural event was known as the Norwich University 
Military Writers’ Symposium. 

After his untimely death the following year, Norwich developed the program around 
Bill Colby’s legacy, naming the symposium for him at a formal dedication ceremony 
in 1997. The purpose of the William E. Colby Military Writers’ Symposium (so named 
from 1997 to 2018) is to expose the Norwich campus community and the public to 
the works and views of authors, historians, journalists, and national figures. It seeks 
to educate, enlighten and inspire. The 1997 symposium featured an all-star lineup 
of military writers. Tom Clancy, Steven Coonts, Harold Coyle, Winston Groom, Fred 
Chiaventone and GEN Gordon R. Sullivan.

In 1999, the symposium established the Colby Award, an honor given to an author of a 
first work of fiction or non-fiction that expands the public’s understanding of military 
history, intelligence, or current affairs. The award’s $5,000 prize is provided through the 
generosity of the Pritzker Military Foundation and the Pritzker Military Museum and 
Library. Over the past two decades, Colby Award winners have included such authors 
as Nisid Hajari, Thomas McKenna, James Bradley, Nathaniel Fick, Jack Jacobs, Dexter 
Filkins, Marcus Luttrell, John Glusman, Karl Marlantes, Logan Beirne, and David Barron. 
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In 2017, the symposium became a signature event of the Norwich University Peace 
and War Center, an interdisciplinary academic research center. Also that year, the 
symposium augmented its longtime partnership with the Pritzker Military Museum 
and Library in Chicago, IL. Supported by the generosity of its founder, COL (IL) Jennifer 
N. Pritzker, IL ARNG (Ret.), this partnership allows the symposium to further enhance 
and expand our programming to a wider audience.

In 2019, timed with Norwich’s bicentennial celebrations, the symposium made its 
debut as a fall event. Returning to its roots, the Norwich University Military Writers’ 
Symposium features the William E. Colby Award, and remains true to its vision to 
address timely, relevant, and difficult topics through author engagement and public 
interaction. 

Over 25 seasons, through events in Vermont, Washington, D.C., and Chicago hosting to 
more than 100 visiting authors, the symposium has grown to the national prominence 
it enjoys today. Standout moments over the years include: satellite telephone 
discussions with war correspondents Sean Naylor from Afghanistan in 2002 and Rick 
Atkinson from Baghdad in 2003 on the day the Iraqi capital fell (the same week that 
Atkinson received the Pulitzer Prize); after-dinner remarks by Phil Caputo recalling 
poignant memories of his friend Walter Levy ’64, the first Norwich graduate killed in 
action in Vietnam; public broadcasting television programs, two moderated by CNN’s 
Frank Sesno; C-SPAN Book TV appearances; live programming on location during 
the symposium from the Dave Gram Show and the Mark Johnson Show; real-time 
panel Q&A from Norwich online students serving overseas; panel live stream and live 
broadcast; conflict site immersive “staff ride” experiences; and experiential research, 
travel, and immersion opportunities for students. 

As we prepare to celebrate the start of the symposium’s 25th season, we do so in 
the knowledge that the world has changed significantly since its inception — and, 
appropriately, so has our program. The symposium never avoided hard issues 
central to the public’s understanding. The 2019 program is the latest example of our 
commitment to making the symposium a relevant and meaningful experience.

The Norwich University Military Writers’ Symposium is not just unique, but the only 
program of its kind at an American university. Through the support of Norwich 
University Presidents W. Russell Todd and Richard W. Schneider; the vision of co-
founders W.E.B. Griffin and Carlo D’Este, the leadership of inaugural Executive 
Director Ed Tracy; the guidance of Norwich faculty directors Reina Pennington, Rowly 
Brucken, Steve Sodergren, Bud Knauf, and Travis Morris; the stewardship of dozens of 
the volunteers and donors of the NU Military Writers’ Symposium Associates under 
chairman Ron Lotz ’60; and the enthusiasm of hundreds of attendees, this program has 
created the opportunity to host the most prominent military writers and historians of 
our time to gain a better understanding of the world through their eyes.
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The Norwich University Peace and War Center and College of Graduate and 
Continuing Studies teamed up to host a writing contest titled Warfare in the 
21st Century: Future Battlegrounds, to culminate at the Norwich University 
Military Writers’ Symposium. Entries were open to all undergraduate students 
and graduate students (online and on-campus). Each entry was reviewed 
by a panel of experts and be judged on creativity, incorporation of story 
parameters, incorporation of real-world trends, and how well the story is 
constructed.

Thank you to the members of the writing contest review committee:  
Andrew Liptak ‘07 & M’09; Prof. Jessica Kuskey; Prof. Brett Cox; Prof. Carl 
Martin; Megan Liptak M’09, and committee chair Dean Aron Temkin.

COMMITTEE SELECTION: 
“Dear Mom, Here’s What I Can Tell You About Being in the Space Force”  
by Maverick Wayment 

COMMITTEE HONORABLE MENTIONS:
“Find, Fix, Finish” by Dylan Cicero 

“Virtual Reality, War, and the Aftereffects” by Ben Zacher

WARFARE IN THE 21ST CENTURY: FUTURE 
BATTLEGROUNDS WRITING CONTEST
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DEAR MOM, HERE’S WHAT I CAN TELL YOU ABOUT  
BEING IN THE SPACE FORCE

After struggling for independence from her sister branches, it is 
time the United States Space Corps to prove itself as a service 
to be taken seriously. And the New Indies Construction Front 
may have just provided it such an opportunity. The group is 
heavily armed, easily re-equipped, and itching for any fight it 
can get. Especially from the United States, but at the same time 
not afraid to bite the hand of a rival superpower that feeds 
them. After taking over swaths of open sea in the Indian Ocean 
(not unlike IS in 2014), the Armed Forces’ youngest branch has 
launched Operations Avalanche and Sharks as the American 
response. The warriors of the 319th Space Drop Squadron know 
and understand what’s on the line -- American credibility and 
the Space Corps’ seat at the table. War, however, is ultimately 
indifferent to the designations and specifications of their new 
weaponry and equipment, or the minutia of the politics of the 
day. Its interest lies with those who will go on, and who will fall.  
It does not matter to war if it is the NICF vs. the Space Corps in 
this century, or Elam vs. Sumer in another. Cain vs. Abel, Good  
vs. other Good, this Evil vs. that Evil.  This story is no different.

The full story will be available on Norwich.edu/PAWC 
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The Peace and War Center (PAWC) was established in June 2015 to advance 
interdisciplinary knowledge for students, scholars, practitioners on the relationship 
between peace and warfare at local, national and global levels. Travis Morris, assistant 
professor of criminal justice, is the first director of the Peace and War Center and oversees 
the center’s work in conjunction with an advisory board. The 2019 Norwich University 
Military Writers’ Symposium and the William E. Colby Award are Peace and War Center 
signature programs. 

This partnership between the Peace and War Center and the symposium has increased 
opportunities to engage students and faculty from across Norwich University’s five 
academic colleges and allows for expansion and innovation in the Colby’s programs. 
A snapshot of PAWC initiatives for the 2018-2019 academic year include:

•   The 2018 inaugural Peace and War Summit focused on North Korea’s nuclear  
and missile challenges, a central issue for peace and stability for the United States and 
the East Asian region. The summit scholarship and policy implications are published 
annually in the Journal of Peace and War Studies by Norwich University Press®.

•   The Journal of Peace and War Studies (JPWS) aims to promote and disseminate 
high-quality research on peace and war throughout the international academic 
community. The inaugural issue, published in March 2019, launches a publication 
that seeks to provide policy makers with in-depth analyses of contemporary issues 
and policy alternatives. JPWS is an annual peer reviewed journal. 

•  Olmsted Foundation: Overseas Cultural Immersion 
Since 2005, the Olmsted Foundation has granted PAWC $20,000 to support the 
Overseas Cultural Immersion Trip to Israel and to the Balkans for students to study 
the conflict regions firsthand. The award allows Norwich students who are on a 
ROTC commissioning track as active duty officers in the United States military to 
travel abroad. Students speak in person to the people and visit the places that 
illustrate a relevant international conflict; the experience is free of any charge to 
the student. 

PEACE & WAR CENTER
AT NORWICH UNIVERSITY
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THE SYMPOSIUM: 34 PROGRAMS OVER 25 YEARS  

2019 Warfare In The 21st Century: Future Battlegrounds

2018 2018 William E. Colby Award Presented By The Norwich University Peace And War Center

2018 Won The War, Lost The Peace: The Us Legacy In Iraq

2017 Won The War, Lost The Peace: The Centennial Legacy Of World War One

2016 Going To War: The Cost To Families, Communities, And Nation 

2015 Cyberwarfare And Privacy: How Do We Keep The Balance Between The Rights Of Citizens  
And The Security Of The Nation? 

2014  After The Wars: What Have We Learned From Iraq And Afghanistan And What Is The Future 
 Role Of The United States And Our Military?

2013 Coming Home: The Hopes, Fears And Challenges Of Veterans Returning From War 

2012 Afghanistan And America’s Endless War On Terrorism

2011 An Uncertain Future In Afghanistan: Assessing The Conflict Ten Years On

2010 America At The Crossroads

2009 Chaos & Conflict

2008 The New Battlefield

2007 Civilians In The Path Of War

2006 Final Offensive: The Battle Of The Bulge, National Press Club, Washington, D.C.

2006 Ways Of War

2005 The Rules Of War

2005 Turning Point - 36 Days On Iwo Jima, National Press Club, Washington, D.C.

2004 Writing For War In The 21st Century, National Press Club, Washington, D.C.

2004 The New Face Of War

2004 D-Day & Normandy: Then And Now, National Press Club, Washington, D.C.

2003 Uncommon Valor: Ethical Lessons In Military Literature

2003 Journalists At War, National Press Club, Washington, D.C.

2002 Raging War: Understanding The 21st Century Enemy

2002 The Military And The Media, National Press Club, Washington, D.C.

2001 The American Way Of War

2001 Ethics, Issues And Policy, National Press Club, Washington, D.C.

2000 The World At War

1999 The American Way Of War, National Press Club, Washington, D.C.

1999 Info Wars: The Next Battlefield

1998 The Role Of Intelligence Operations Today And Tomorrow, National Press Club, Washington, D.C.

1998 Ethics In Military Literature And Film

1997 Military Fiction In America: The Craft And Its Influence

1996 Fact And Fiction In 20th Century Military History
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