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GRADUATION CEREMONY

*Processional	 Mace Bearer		
	 Faculty Marshal

*National Anthem	 Heritage Brass Quintet

*Invocation	 Reverend William S. Wick, University Chaplain

Greetings	 President Richard W. Schneider

Conferring of Honorary Degree	 President Richard W. Schneider

Commencement Address	 General Richard Cody
	 Vice Chief of Staff, United States Army

Response to Address	 President Richard W. Schneider        

Conferring of Degrees 	 President Richard W. Schneider
	 Dean William H. Clements

Closing Remarks	 Dean William H. Clements

*Benediction	 Reverend William S. Wick

*Recessional			 
	

Photographs, other than those taken from seats, should be taken only from the designated area 
adjacent to the platform group.

*Standing



A Norwich Graduate

A university’s legacy can be measured by the impact of its graduates.

Norwich University graduates helped to build our nation from the chief engineer of the 
first US transcontinental railroad, to leaders in decisive battles, to the individuals who 
developed the nation’s banking system.  The legacy of Norwich reaches back to the most 
formative decades of our nation’s history.

More recent graduates have included a president of NBC and the Chief of Staff of the 
Army.  Innumerable alumni, less prominent but no less important, have made a deep 
and lasting impact on the world as nurses, engineers, soldiers, police officers, business 
executives, etc.  These are individuals who have prepared themselves to act as well as to 
think - to execute, to conceive and to be moral, patriotic, efficient, and useful citizens.  

They are men and women of distinction because in coming to Norwich, they encountered 
great challenges, and by overcoming them, confirmed in themselves the confidence to 
persevere in the face of adversity.  While studying in a rigorous and disciplined aca-
demic environment, they acquired invaluable time management skills as well as practi-
cal knowledge and expertise in their chosen fields.  They have been encouraged to think 
deeply about what makes a good leader, to reach their own conclusions based on close 
observation, and to seize opportunities to practice their own skills.  They are Norwich 
graduates.

Today, the legacy of Norwich University passes into the hands of those whose names are 
listed in this program.  We have every faith that they will do great things!



General Richard Cody

Vice Chief of Staff, United States Army

General Richard A. Cody became the 31st Vice Chief of Staff, United States Army, on 
June 24, 2004.

 
General Cody was born in Montpelier, Vermont, on 2 August 1950. He was com-
missioned a second lieutenant upon graduation on 6 June 1972 from the United 
States Military Academy. His military education includes the Command and Gen-
eral Staff College and the United States Army War College. General Cody is a Mas-
ter Aviator and an Air Assault graduate with more than 5,000 hours of flight time. 
 
Prior to his current assignment, General Cody served his nation for 32 years in a vari-
ety of command and staff assignments, most recently serving as Deputy Chief of Staff, 
G-3, United States Army. Other key assignments include Commanding General, 101st 
Airborne Division (Air Assault) and Fort Campbell; Director, Operations, Readiness and 
Mobilization, Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations and Plans, Headquar-
ters, Department of the Army; Deputy Commanding General, Task Force Hawk, Tira-
na, Albania; Assistant Division Commander for Maneuver, 4th Infantry Division, Fort 
Hood, Texas; Commander, 160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment, Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky; Commander, 4th Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division; Aide-de-Camp to the Com-
manding General, Combined Field Army, Korea; and Director, Flight Concepts Division. 
 
General Cody has served several tours with the 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) as 
Commander, 1st Battalion, 101st Aviation Regiment (Attack) during Operation Desert 
Storm; Aviation Brigade Executive Officer, 101st Aviation Brigade; Battalion Executive 
Officer and Company Commander in the 229th Attack Helicopter Battalion, and Battal-
ion S-3 in the 55th Attack Helicopter Battalion. He served as a Platoon Commander in the 
2nd Squadron, 9th Cavalry and A Company (Attack), 24th Aviation Battalion and as Com-
mander, E Company (AVIM), 24th Infantry Division (Mechanized), Fort Stewart, Georgia. 
 
His awards and decorations include the Distinguished Service Medal, Defense Superior 
Service Medal, the Legion of Merit (with 4 Oak Leaf Clusters), the Distinguished Flying 
Cross, the Bronze Star Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal (with 4 Oak Leaf Clus-
ters), the Air Medal (with numeral device “3”), the Army Commendation Medal (with 2 
Oak Leaf Clusters), the Army Achievement Medal, the Southwest Asia Service Medal (2 
battle stars), the Humanitarian Service Medal, the NATO Medal, and the Southwest Asia 
Kuwait Liberation Medal.

In recognition of his outstanding career in the military and his service to the nation, 
Norwich University bestows upon Richard A. Cody the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Military Science with all the rights and privileges appertaining thereto.



Master of Arts in Diplomacy

Candidates for Degrees

Eman Aboelsaud
Ruben Abreu
Lora Aggour

Steven Aitchison
Sean Alexander
Martha Alvord

Nicholas Amanatidis
James Andy

Charles Anokute
Arcangela Archina

David Auwen
Septimus Barrock*
Bryan Barroqueiro

Kevin Beal
Micheal Beard

Kathryn Becker
Tiffany Behr

Jonathan Berryhill
David Blocklinger

Daniel Blodgett
Michael Brewster

Eric Brimo
Jamal Brown

Chase Browning
Sarah Bundy

Rebecca Buster
Richard Cass
Kahlita Chase
Neal Cheramie
Jose Chomon

Terilee Christen
Ryan Christianson

Marc Chung
Gavin Clough

Reyes Cole
Alayne Conway
Richard Cuneo
Rusten Currie

Timothy Dahlman
Evan Daniels

Jacqlynn Davis
Tina Davis

Grant Dawson
Linda Diks Custodio

Frank Diorio

Elizabeth Do
Fray Doyle

Michael Ellis
Michelle Faragan
Jeremy Farlaino

Kimberly Farnsworth
Traci Flynn

Nicole Foster
Jennifer Fouse

Syntyche Francella
Martin Franks
Venus Freitus

Kristen Friedrichs
Joseph Fritschen
Michael Galope
Carrie Gardner
James Graham

Leah Green
Stephanie Griffing

Leslie Hahn
Albon Head

Jacquelyn Hellmeier
Aimee Hemery

Nidaa Hilal
Robert Himle

Michael Holmes
Lacey Horvat
Jana Houston
Nathan Huber
Natalie Hussey

Matthew Israelson
Robert Itzin

Jose Jauregui
Krista Jekielek

Stephen Jenkins 
Danielle Johnson
Michelle Johnson

Caleb Jones
Matthew Jones

Saed Kakei
Mark Kehl

Anthony Killeen
Christopher Knight

John Knightstep

Grant Kohler
Kristina Kolk

Jean-Marc Koumoue
Andrea Kuhlman
Houston Laney

John Larson
Jeremy Lawhorn

Vittoria Lawson-Yaphe
Jill Lazo

Michael Levin
Michael Mahedy

Aaron Mallin
Tom Matchin

Brendan McAndrews
Melvin McNeill*

Justin Meenderinck
Autumn Meister

Michael Mele
Anthony Mele
Micah Melton

Daniel Mendelenyi
Bradley Merrill

Melissa Messare
Jay Miller

Ali Mohsen
Dennis Molina

Brian Moll
David Morizot

Jeffrey Mosiman
Peggy Munoz-Meador

Krista Munyon
Edward Murray

Jamil Musa
Shane Myers
Dawn Myrick
Cecil Nance

Jonathan Narvaes
David Nasca

Eric Navarrete
Quintin Nelson

Joshua Nims
Karen Nowowieski

Loren Owens
Claudia Pacheco-Oballe

Megan Pasierb

*degree requirements completed in 2007



Master of Arts in Military History

Candidates for Degrees

Marshall Abuwi
Nathan Arnold
Shawn Arnold
William Bell

Joshua Black
Andrew Blackley

Sidney Blankenship
Gavin Bledsoe

Thomas Bottum
Charles Boyd
Kevin Brisson

Paul Brunhuber
Eric Burley

Tina Chaccatori
David Cheney
John Chuma

Glen Clabaugh
Thomas Clay

Michael Conde
Joseph Conklin
Timothy Cooke

Kevin Corbin
Jerold Cort

Jeromy Cowell
Gary Cox

Nicholas Curcio
Ronald Curry
Robert Curtin
Robert Dean

Edward Dopke
Chad Dull

James Dunn
Michael Eason

Nicholas Efstathiou
Robert Eklov
Jason Engle
Hugo Evans
Nevin Fidler

Michael Figueiredo
Charles Forrestal

Dieter Galli
Christjan Gaudio

Scott Geary
Mitchell Goodrich

Cynthia Grant
Kyle Grygo
Joshua Hall
Paul Hamers
Howard Hart
Ted Hawkins

Douglas Hayes
Kyle Hedden

Barry Henderson
Marc Henderson

Benjamin Herring*
Joshua Hill

Lance Hitchcock
Bryan Hockensmith

Homer Hodge
Robert Hodge

Robert Hodgman-Burns*
Shawn Hoffman
Robert Hoover

*degree requirements completed in 2007

Heather Paynter
Katherine Peccerillo

Michael Pixley
Adam Price

Kristen Procida
Jason Pyeatt
Landon Quan
Derek Quinn

Ruth Randolph
David Rapone

Christy Reidsma
Max Renner

Alona Rivord
Troy Ruplinger

Mark Rush
Mohamed Salem

Matthew Salisbury
Victor Santiago Jr

Todd Sargent
Jonathan Sawtelle

Christopher Scanzillo

Karl Schneider
Christina Sciabarra

A Severson
Andrew Shealy

Thomas Shoemake
Cori Sieger
John Skerry

Brandy Spiegle
Scheyda Stasik
Erik Stockham

Tom Sturt
Akber Sultan

Keith Surowiec
Tamas Szaloczi

Fred Tafoya
John Taitano

Todd Tavolazzi
Kujtim Thomai
David Valente

Katrina Vaught
David Villar

Alan Waldram
Lisa Wallace
Ryan Wares
Jill Watson

Matthew Welch*
Donna Wilder

Forrest Wilhoit
Christopher Williams

Catherine Williams
Christopher Willis

Samantha Wills
Thori Wolfe

Michael Woods
Eric Wright
Belva York

Keshia Young
Kevin Young
Leah Ziegler

Richard Zeigler



Candidates for Degrees

*degree requirements completed in 2007

Rilla Hynes
John Isbitski
Grant Jones
Jillian Jones

Gordon Kaufman
Jay Keever

William Kelly
Thomas Keyser
Sabrina Kiele*
Blake Kilgore

Mark King
Arpad Kisch

Justin Krueger
Robert Laseter

Gregory Lawson
Thomas Leckwold

Stefan  LeGrow
Stephanie Lofgren

Ruben Major
Joseph Mann

Thomas Martin
Adam Maternowski

Jeremy McCann
John McCullough
Kelly Mcelveny
Jason McHale

David McReynolds
Sean McWilliams

Mark Mills
Douglas Mitchell
Erick Montenegro

Aaron Muscle
Edward Nevgloski

Miguel Ondina
Sharyn O’Toole

Ronald Overstreet
Catherine Patton
Michael Phelps
Eugene Piasecki

John Pierce
Karen Pitts
John Poole

Michael Popolizio
Francis Quinn
Arthur Ralston
Daniel Rean*
Charles Rice

Christopher Richards
Patrick Rippeth

Eric Roberts
Curtis Rose
Bryan Ross

Joseph Roszkowski
Michael Russell

Brett Sammis
Lenin Santos

Joseph Scalercio
Brian Sclama

Alexander Shah
James Shaw
Scott Shaw

John Shepherd
Tara Simpson

Michael Solecki
Joshua Sorensen
Jonathan Spamer
Martina Sprague*

Scott Stewart
Marc Stirton

Peter Stuckert
Jose Sumangil
Chris Tallevast
Alyssa Tavernia
Justin Thomas
Joshua Tipton

Patrick Tortorici
Mark Traylor

Albert Vandeaver
Kert Vandermeulen

Daniel Vaughan
Nicholas Veiga

Thomas Villman
Sean Walsh

Kenneth Watras

Brian Weber*
Geoffrey Whitaker
Heather Willever
Daniel Williams

William Windhorst



Master of Public Administration

Master of Education

Candidates for Degrees

Sandra Andujar-Wendland
Jessielynn Bagnas
Chatham Bordner

Geoffrey Buchanan
Bernard Campbell

Patrick Cox
Brandon Criss

Victor Dias
Gary Ginsburg
Natelya Glover
Daniel Grecco

Gordon Harmon

Carrie Jackson
Elizabeth Keiper

Jeffrey Knight
Andrew Mboya
Ryan Pelletier
Jesse Petersen

Aimee Pope
Toni Raftery

Michael Robilotto
Nickolas Suvak
Jannan Weight
Ronald Yulick

Kelly Angel
Meghan Burke
Mary Garrity

Lyndsay Jackson
Evelyn Liougas
Heidi McGinley

Douglas Paris
Danielle Pazos
Sebastiano Stia
Regina Wilson

Elizabeth Yeager

*degree requirements completed in 2007

Master of Science in Nursing

Debra Bach*
Tamara Bigelow

Claudia Cleary-Nichols*
Susan Cole*

Virginie Darrow
William Davis
Dennis Dineen
Janelle Francis
Angela Gibbs
Robin Gomez

Tina Gross
Catherine Hall*
Susan Hogan*

Patricia Howardell*
Catherine Knox-Powers

David LaRocque
Dorothy Lowry

Christine Mathews
Patricia Nathan*

Mary O’Leary
Beverly Patrick

Roberta Patterson*
Michael Perry
Ann Putnam
Darlene Reed
Niyesia Reed
Ottis Reyes
Bilal Sabra

Michelle Stearns
Betty Stewart*
Brian Stupik*

Rachael Taylor
Tracy Taylor*
Julia Thornton



History of Norwich University

Founded in 1819, Norwich University is the nation’s first private military college, and it 
remains one of the foremost institutions for leadership training in the United States.  Recog-
nized by the Department of Defense as the birthplace of ROTC, the University has earned 
a much-deserved place in the annals of American history. 

Captain Alden Partridge, a former superintendent of West Point, founded the institution as 
the “American Literary, Scientific and Military Academy” in Norwich, Vermont.  In 1834, 
the academy was transformed into “Norwich University” when it received a charter from 
the State of Vermont.  After a disastrous fire in 1866, the University moved to its present 
location. 

Partridge developed an innovative system of education, which favored a liberal curriculum, 
including practical studies such as civil engineering, military tactics, economics, politics, 
and modern languages, with a pedagogy, which incorporated field instruction and experien-
tial learning.  Partridge pioneered this educational system at Norwich in a time when such a 
curriculum was considered experimental.  This balanced and useful education soon became 
the norm, the pattern for the great American System of Education. 

Norwich University has a long-standing commitment to innovation in education.  It was the 
first educational institution in the nation to teach civil engineering; to organize a regimental 
band; one of the first US institutions to incorporate physical education into the curriculum; 
to accept international students; to teach agriculture; to admit African-Americans as mili-
tary cadets; and to integrate women into a Corps of Cadets. 

Norwich University graduates helped to build our nation, from the engineers of railroads, 
canals, bridges and water systems; to leaders in decisive battles; to politicians, financiers, 
clergymen, teachers, and inventors the legacy of Norwich reaches back to the most forma-
tive decades of our nation’s history.  More recent graduates have included the president of 
NBC News and the chief of staff of the Army.  Innumerable alumni, less prominent but no 
less important, have made a deep and lasting impact on the world as nurses, engineers, sol-
diers, police officers, politicians fulfilling the mission of service characteristic of Norwich 
University graduates.  These individuals came to Norwich to prepare themselves to “act” as 
well as to “think” to “execute” as well as to “conceive” and to be moral, patriotic, efficient, 
and “useful” citizens. 

As the University approaches its bicentennial, it has launched the NU2019 Strategic Plan, 
committing considerable resources to campus construction and renovations, to enhanced 
academic programs, and to the future of its students.  Norwich University continues its 
commitment to its legacy as a learning community, which is American in character, yet 
global in perspective, engaged in personal and intellectual transformation and dedicated to 
knowledge, mutual respect, creativity, and service.

Today, a portion of Norwich University’s legacy passes into the hands of those listed in this 
program.  We are confident that they will do great things!



ACADEMIC REGALIA
The cap, gown and hood are prominent symbols in Commencement ceremonies.  They date 
back to the European and British Universities of the Middle Ages. The cap and gown indi-
cated that the wearer has graduated from a university or college.  The hood shows the degree 
the wearer holds.

The Intercollegiate Commission has established a code that regulates the academic costume.  
Bachelor’s gowns have pointed sleeves and are generally worn closed.  Master’ gowns have 
long, oblong sleeves and may be worn open or closed.  Doctor’s gowns have bell-shaped 
sleeves each bearing three horizontal velvet bars.  Down the front, doctors’ gowns have a 
velvet facing.  The velvet facing and sleeve bars may be either black or the color distinctive 
of the wearer’s department of learning.

Caps worn with bachelors’ and masters’ gowns generally have a black tassel; the doctor may 
wear a gold tassel.

Hoods are normally black and with a colorful lining indicating the color or colors of the col-
lege or university conferring the degree.  Maroon and gold are the official colors of Norwich 
University.  The hood is bordered with velvet; the color of the velvet represents the depart-
ment of learning.  The colors associated with different subjects appear below.

Degree Color
Master of Arts in Diplomacy Peacock Blue

Master of Arts in Military History White

Master of Business Administration Drab

Master of Civil Engineering Orange

Master of Education Light Blue

Master of Justice Administration Purple

Master of Science in Information Assurance Golden Yellow

Master of Public Administration Peacock Blue

Master of Science in Nursing Apricot

Master of Science in Organizational Leadership Drab



THE SPENCER MACE

The Spencer Memorial Mace, carried by the senior member of the faculty, is the 
emblem of the academic authority of the University and is rich in symbolism.  The 
wooden staff is fluted to give the appearance of fasces, the ancient Roman symbol 
of authority, and is bound by silver bands representing restraint.

Much of the metal work above the staff is sterling silver, including the University 
seal, which is surrounded by laurel leaves.  On the reverse side is the seal of the 
State of Vermont.  Engraved on one side of the urn supporting the seals is a rendi-
tion of a decorative device from an 1867 diploma which depicts Athena, goddess of 
wisdom, the useful arts, the prudent warfare, surrounded by academic and military 
paraphernalia.

On the opposite side of the urn is a statement of purpose from an 1844 University 
catalogue:

“To give our youth an education that shall be American in its character - to enable 
them to act as well as think - to execute as well as to conceive - to tolerate all opin-
ions when reason is left free to combat them - to make moral, patriotic, efficient, and 
useful citizens, and to quality them for all those high responsibilities resting upon a 
citizen of this free republic - was the design of the founders of this college.”

At the top of the mace is a representation of the head of a whitetail stag, and at the 
foot of the staff is the cone of a red spruce, the most characteristic Vermont ever-
green.

The mace was given to the University by Richard S. King ’68 and Dudley H. Willis 
‘64 as a tribute to Dana Professor of Government Eber Allen Spencer, Jr.  It was 
designed by Professor Gary Lord and fabricated by a group of Northern New Eng-
land artisans working in collaboration with Paul Gross, goldsmith.



158 Harmon Drive
Northfield, Vermont 05663-1035
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